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NEWS RELEASE

Shortlist Announced for the Largest Privately Funded Arts Awards for Scottish Landscape Painting 

Embargoed until 10.00am the 28th March 2010

Seven Scottish artists have reached the shortlist for the The Jolomo Bank of Scotland Awards 2011 for Scottish Landscape Painting. The award is the largest privately funded Arts Award in the UK with prize money totalling £35,000. The Jolomo Awards were established by artist John Lowrie Morrison – Jolomo - in 2006 to support, encourage, and promote painting of the Scottish landscape.

John Lowrie Morrison said “This year's applicants for the Landscape Awards were of a very high standard, which made it very difficult to judge, however the panel chose seven wonderful painters whose work shows that Landscape Painting is now alive and well in Scotland, and we can't wait to see the shortlisted group of seven and see their work in the flesh.”

Applications for the award were open to all emerging artists who are committed to painting the Scottish landscape. Morrison commented “I am delighted that just over half the shortlisted candidates are women, the strength and depth of all our shortlisted artists shows that Scottish Landscape painting is still thriving in Scotland.”

The shortlisted candidates are David Cass (22) from The Borders, Edinburgh based artists include Allan Robertson (56), Jenny Mason (46), Beth Robertson Fiddes (38) and Calum McClure (24), Glasgow is represented by  Katie Pope (26)  and Aberdeenshire Susie Lee (45).

Susan Rice, Managing Director of Lloyds Banking Group Scotland said “We have had a fantastic level of entries once more, which is a commendation of the Awards itself. Bank of Scotland is delighted to sponsor an award that inspires so many, especially as the prize money provides such a great support to artists early on in their careers. We care about emerging talent in every field - this is the premier arts award in Scotland.  We wish all the shortlisted artists the best of luck.”

In 2009, the 4 winners were all male from a short list of 5 men and 2 ladies. In 2007, the 4 winners were all ladies from a short list of 5 ladies and 4 men. Winner of the 2009 award, Keith Salmon, said “Winning the award has made a real difference.  I wish all the shortlisted candidates the best of luck. Winning the award in 2009 gave me the confidence and security to really focus on my painting – a rare opportunity for any painter at the start of their career!”
John Lowrie Morrison was born in Glasgow and trained at the Glasgow School of Art.  He worked in education for 25 years, taking up full time painting in 1997.  In the last decade he has become one of Scotland’s most successful living artists. In the 2011 New Year’s Honours List he received an OBE for services to art and to charity in Scotland. He lives and works in Argyll.

ENDS

For more information contact Philip Gregory for Jolomo on 07767 668400 or philip@pgcc.co.uk

Notes to editors:

Susie Lee said “The Scottish landscape provides me with the perfect inspiration for my work. Sketches are made on site finding a feeling of place the intention being a poetic visual statement suggesting that a loss of intimacy with the natural world is in itself a loss of self.”

Katie Pope “Being located in the heart of Glasgow provides an appropriate setting, as my work is strongly rooted in reflecting life and landscape here in the West of Scotland. I hope my work reflects something of the vitality of my surroundings.”

Jenny Mason said “There is something reassuring to us as humans in the endless movement of clouds in the sky and the relentlessness of the sea, it is never the same, never boring, and its takes one's attention off the cerebral and onto the visual wonderment of the world we inhabit.”

David Cass said “I’ve always collected old wooden objects, from antique shops and markets; initially, I used these materials to construct wall-based sculptures.  However these found-objects have gradually developed a new purpose: and are now the surfaces on which I paint.”
Calum McClure said “Among the focus of my landscapes are country houses and formal gardens. I paint these not only because of the interesting botanical specimens and the floral and fauna brought to the estates by their owners, but because it is a side of Scotland that is sometimes overlooked.”

Beth Robertson Fiddes said “I work on large land and seascapes reflecting on themes of memory, solitude and scale, while smaller works study unusual rock formations shaped by the tides or mountain rivers and waterfalls.”

Allan Robertson said “The structures that form our industrial and manufacturing past are often hidden from sight. My aim is to capture their colours, textures and materials, the environment they sit in, to create an idealised landscape that once again makes these structures predominant.”

