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NEWS RELEASE

Calum McClure Wins the JOLOMO Bank of Scotland Award For Scottish Landscape Painting 

Embargoed until 11.00am the 25th June 2011
Twenty-four year old Edinburgh artist Calum McClure has won The Jolomo Bank of Scotland Awards 2011 for Scottish Landscape Painting. The largest privately funded Arts Award in the UK with prize money totalling £35,000, the award was presented at an awards dinner at The Kelvingrove Art Gallery in Glasgow. McClure won the first prize of £25,000 against tough opposition from six other Scottish artists, second award winner is 38 year old Beth Robertson Fiddes and third award winner, 26 year old Katie Pope third, winning £6,000 and £4,000 respectively.  

Winning artist Calum McClure said “ I can’t believe I have won, this will make a real difference to my work. I graduated from Edinburgh College of Art in May 2010 and have continued to work as an artist since then. Among the focus of my landscapes are country houses and formal gardens. I paint these not only because of the interesting botanical specimens and the floral and fauna brought to the estates by their owners, but because it is a side of Scotland that is sometimes overlooked, due to our willingness to purport a skewed vernacular or kitsch version of ‘Scottishness’. The focus of my work for almost two years has been Cammo estate on the outskirts of Edinburgh, in particular its boating pond.”  

The Jolomo Awards were established by artist John Lowrie Morrison – Jolomo - in 2006 to support, encourage, and promote painting of the Scottish landscape. Dr. John Lowrie Morrison OBE said “It was an extremely difficult job to choose not only the shortlisted artists but the three final winners of awards.  However the quality of all the work shows that landscape painting is alive and well in Scotland, although maybe not in all the Art Schools!”

He continued “The winners show the best of that painting – Katie Pope’s wonderfully expressive Glasgow urban landscapes, Beth Robertson Fiddes’ primeval shorelines and Award winner Calum McClures’s beautifully intricate Wyethesque recording of garden landscape.  All the shortlisted artists’ work this year was simply stunning – however the three winners were just that bit special.   We shall see more of them all!”

The other shortlisted candidates were David Cass (22) from The Borders, Edinburgh based artists include Allan Robertson (58), Jenny Mason (36) and Aberdeenshire Susie Lee (45).
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Calum McClure Wins the JOLOMO Bank of Scotland Award For Scottish Landscape Painting cont…

Embargoed until 11.00am the 25th June 2011
First Minister Alex Salmond said: “The beauty of Scotland’s landscape has been captured in many art forms over the centuries and is one of the main attractions for international visitors. It is therefore only right and fitting that we have these wonderful awards which serve to help artists living and working in Scotland contribute further to our rich artistic heritage. The Jolomo Foundation’s commitment to supporting developing artists is truly exceptional and the high standard of artwork this year is testament to that. ”

Susan Rice, Managing Director of Lloyds Banking Group Scotland said “Once again, Scotland's artists have excelled themselves. The artwork for this year's award has been simply spectacular and all the artists should be extremely proud to have got this far in the competition. There of course can be only one winner and we congratulate Calum on his outstanding painting. Bank of Scotland is delighted to sponsor this premier arts award which inspires so many, especially as it provides support to artists early on in their career,”

John Lowrie Morrison was born in Glasgow and trained at the Glasgow School of Art.  He worked in education for 25 years, taking up full time painting in 1997.  In the last decade he has become one of Scotland’s most successful living artists.  He lives and works in Argyll.
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For more information contact Philip Gregory for Jolomo on 07767 668400 or philip@pgcc.co.uk
